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Add Pinned Site feature on your website

This post will show you how to use the Internet Explorer 9 / Windows 7 feature of pinned sites. If you

don’t know what the “Pinned Site” feature is, take a look at this video.

1. Create a new ASP.NET Application project in Visual Studio
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2. Create 2 additional pages and a folder ‘Images’ that will contains 3 icons
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&) Iconl.ico
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> [ Scripts
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3. Parameterize the button

5 Meta elements will help you to parameterize your button:

Element name

Value

Example

application-name

Name of the button. If no name is
specified, the default name will be
the name of the web page.

<meta name="application-name"
runat="server" content="My
Application Name title" />

msapplication-tooltip

Tooltip displayed on mouse over
the pinned site

<meta name="msapplication-
tooltip" runat="server"
content="This is the
application ToolTip" />

msapplication-starturl

Relative or absolute URL of the
page opened upon button click. By
default it’s the page that was
opened when site was pinned

<meta name="msapplication-
starturl" content="/" />

msapplication-
navbutton-color

Color of Back and Forward buttons

<meta name="msapplication-
navbutton-color"
content="#FF0000" />

msapplication-window

Size of the window that will be
opened. If user resizes it, those
values are overridden.

<meta name="msapplication-
window"
content="width=800;height=600"
/>

4. Parameterize task list

Only one Meta element is needed to define a task. This could contain 3 properties:

e Task name
e Web page URL
e Icon to display

<meta name="msapplication-task" content="name=Task number 1;action-
uri=/Featurel.aspx;icon-uri=/Images/Iconl.ico"/>
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5. Result

Here is the result from our small test.

<link rel="shortcut icon" type="image/x-icon" href="/Images/myIcon.ico" />

<link rel="icon" type="image/ico" href="/Images/myIcon.ico" />

<meta name="application-name" runat="server" content="My Application Name title" />
<meta name="msapplication-tooltip" runat="server" content="This is the application
ToolTip" />

<meta name="msapplication-starturl" content="/" />

<meta name="msapplication-navbutton-color" content="#FFo000" />

<meta name="msapplication-window" content="width=800;height=600" />

<meta name="msapplication-task" content="name=Task number 1;action-
uri=/Featurel.aspx;icon-uri=/Images/Iconl.ico"/>

<meta name="msapplication-task" content="name=Task number 2;action-
uri=/feature2.aspx;icon-uri=/Images/icon2.ico"/>

Note that the list of tasks can be obtained from an external source as a config file (sitemap, ...) or
database

6. Open the site home page, the fav icon is displayed

& http://localhost 50561/ P2 - B X[ & HomePage

7. Drag the tab of the site to the task bar to pin the site

# Pin to Taskbar

8. Site is now pinned to task bar
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9. Right click on the icon to discover the list of available tasks for this site as we have defined

«” Task numberl
i Task number2

#g Start InPrivate Browsing

& My Application Name title
& Unpin this program from taskbar

My Application Name title '

IR

10. The Back and Forward button are colored as defined (#FF0000 = red)

i & hitp://localhost: 50561/ L-rBexX

i Home Page x
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11. There is also another feature that allows you to add the site to the Start Menu.

# Home Page
Print
Add site to Start mer[:él ] File L
Full screen Fl11 Zoom (105%) »
Save as.. Ctrl+5 Safety »
Find on this page Ctrl+F View downloads Cirle)
Suggested Sites

Manage add-ons
F12 developer tocls

Caret browsing F7

Go to pinned sites

Internet options

About Internet Explorer

|
st

i Add site to Start Menu

Add this website to your Start menu. To use the website after you add
it, click the Start button and look under All Programs.

My Application Name title

:./Aocalhost: 50561/
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12. The site and its tasks are now available from the Start Menu.

‘ i My Application Name title Tasks
& Task numberl
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@ Micresoft Word 2010 #p Start InPrivate Browsing

Microsoft Excel 2010

E Windows Explorer

V9 icrosoft Visio 2010

., 7

;Pﬁ.;ﬂ Microsoft PowerP oint 2010
Visual CertExam Manager

@ Seesmic Desktop 2

»  All Programs

| |Search programs and files 2 | [ Shut down | 3 ]
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13. Facebook is a good example of pinning a site - try to pin the Facebook site to discover
available tasks from the pinned site button

’ Tasks
[Z] News
& Messages

| BI] Events
& Friends

#g Start InPrivate Browsing

Facebook
o Unpin this program from taskbar




